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assassinate, I shall not regret the prosecution, as those
are means of which no Government should suffer the
imputation to lie upon them.

6 ISTapper Tandy has been challenging Elliot in the
French newspapers to meet him at a frontier town and
fight. He says he sent the same challenge by the post,
and he now proclaims Elliot a coward and a scoundrel
for not accepting it. Elliot never received the challenge
by post, and is neither Irish nor French enough to pay
any attention to that blackguard.

* I met Sir Eichard Worsley the other day. He had
four most famous pictures, which were taken by the
French at Venice most scandalously. He applied to
Bonaparte to have them restored ; but that great Consul
was pleased to be jocular, and told him they were
vastly too fine to be parted with; but he should be
happy to show them to Sir Eichard at St. Cloud.'

1 February 23, 1803.

The object of Nelson's visit yesterday was truly kind.
He told me in strict confidence that for some time back
there have been great doubts between peace and war,
and that still Government is under the greatest uncer-
tainty whether they shall be forced to some hostile
measure or not. One of those in contemplation has
been to send him to the Mediterranean, by way of
watching the armament and being ready if wanted.
He says that he is thought the fitter for that delicate
service, as on one hand he wishes the continuance
of peace, and therefore is not likely to precipitate
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